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NRC STAFF CI TES AMBRI C ENG NEERI NG, | NC
FOR VI OLATI ON OF NRC REQUI REMENTS

The Nucl ear Regul atory Comm ssion staff has cited Anbric
Engi neering, Inc., for a violation of NRC requirenents associ ated
with the tenporary | oss of a radioactive source at a Del aware
construction site. The staff has not proposed a fine for the
vi ol ati on.

The Phil adel phi a- based conpany used a npi sture-density gauge
at the Bally Meade devel opnment on Del aware State Route 92 in
Cl aynont, Del., on June 25. Followi ng that work, Anbric sent the
gauge to its manufacturer for maintenance. On July 10, the
manuf acturer notified Anbric that the gauge’ s cesium 137 source
was missing. That same day, an NRC i nspector went to the site to
review the incident and, on July 11, the NRC issued a
confirmatory action letter confirmng Anbric’'s agreenent to
restrict access to the area where the source was believed to have
been |l ost, to survey the area, and to attenpt to recover the |ost
source. The source was found buried under about two feet of dirt
at the job site on July 14.

Based on the information devel oped during the inspection and
at a subsequent predecisional enforcenent conference in the NRC
regional office, the NRC staff has determ ned one violation of
NRC requirenents occurred. The staff has cited Anbric for
failing to control and mai ntain constant surveillance of |icensed
material that was in an unrestricted area and not in storage.

In a letter to the conpany, NRC Region |I Adm nistrator
Hubert J. Mller said, “The NRC is also concerned that this
particul ar gauge was not inspected by the manufacturer prior to
the |l oss of the source..... An inspection of the rod/ source weld
may have detected a crack before the source actually broke off in
June 1997."

The NRC staff did not fine the conpany because its
corrective actions were pronpt and conprehensive. Those actions
included training all gauge operators to recogni ze the synptons



of a detached source and obtaining a survey neter to verify that
a source has not becone detached fromthe gauge’s source rod.
Moi sture density gauges use radioactive material to neasure the
noi sture in soils used for road and buil di ng foundati ons.

The conpany has 30 days to respond to the notice of
vi ol ati on.



