United States Nucl ear Regul atory Comm ssion
Ofice of Public Affairs, Region
475 Al l endal e Road King of Prussia, PA 19401
Phone: 610/ 337-5330 Fax: 610/ 337-5241
Internet: dps@rc.gov or nas@trc. gov

| -97-103 August 11, 1997
Contact: Diane Screnci FOR | MVEDI ATE RELEASE
Neil A. Sheehan

NRC, PSE&G TO DI SCUSS APPARENT VI OLATI ONS AT HOPE CREEK

The Nucl ear Regul atory Comm ssion staff will nmeet with
officials of Public Service Electric and Gas Conpany (PSE&G of
New Jersey on Tuesday, August 12, to discuss an apparent
violation of NRC requirenents at the Hope Creek Cenerating
Station in Hancocks Bridge, NJ. The predecisional enforcenent
conference, which is open to the public for observation, wll be
held in the NRC s Region | office, 475 Allendale Road, in King of
Prussia, Pa., beginning at 10 a. m

NRC i nspectors found the apparent violation during a routine
NRC i nspection at Hope Creek in February and March. NRC
requirenents allow a |licensee to make changes to a facility
wi t hout Comm ssi on approval, unless the proposed changes invol ve
an unrevi ewed safety question. At Hope Creek, PSE&G changed the
design of the |ow pressure safety injection system creating the
possibility of an accident of a different type than evaluated in
the final safety analysis report.

The decision to hold a predecisional enforcenent conference
does not nean that the NRC has determ ned that a viol ation has
occurred or that enforcenent action will be taken. Rather, the
purpose is to discuss apparent violations, their causes and
safety significance; to provide the |icensee an opportunity to
point out any errors that nmay have been nmade in the NRC
i nspection report; and to enable the licensee to outline its
proposed corrective actions.

No deci sion on the apparent violations will be nmade at this
conference. Those decisions will be made by senior NRC officials
at a later tine.



