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NRC Requests Public Comment, Schedules Meeting on
Issues Paper for Packaging and Transporting Radioactive Material

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission this week asked for public input on issues to be
considered in revising its regulations for packaging and transporting radioactive material. NRC staff
will use comments received in developing a regulatory basis for a proposed rule.

The NRC’s current transportation regulations are based, in part, on standards developed by the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), an international standard-setting organization. The IAEA
periodically revises its transportation standards to reflect acquired knowledge and expertise. The NRC
is beginning the process to update its own regulations to be compatible with the IAEA’s.

The NRC and the U.S. Department of Transportation share regulatory authority over radioactive
material transport. DOT is the lead federal agency for regulating hazardous materials transport in the
United States and for interacting with the IAEA. The NRC will coordinate changes to its regulations
with DOT.

To help guide public input, the NRC has published an issues paper that outlines areas identified
for possible revision. These topics include the requirements for small amounts of fissile material, solar
heat and external package pressure, and shipping low activity waste and large solid contaminated
objects. The staff will also consider whether to create a new category of more robust packages. These
issues are described in greater detail in a Nov. 21 Federal Register notice.

The NRC will hold a two-day meeting at agency headquarters in Rockville, Md., to give an
overview and answer clarifying questions on the issues paper. The meeting will be held Dec. 5-6, from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at Two White Flint North, room T2B3, 11545 Rockville Pike. NRC staff will not take
public comments at the meeting. All individuals planning to attend should pre-register by Dec. 2 to
obtain meeting material by contacting Emma Wong at Emma.Wong@nrc.gov or 301-415-7091, or
Thomas Young, Thomas.Young@nrc.gov or 301-415-5795.

The public will also be able to participate remotely by teleconference and webinar. Callers
should dial 888-801-8932 and input passcode 4882584#. Those participating by webinar should pre-
register. More information is available in the meeting notice.

The public may also submit written comments through Jan. 20, 2017. The issues paper is
available on the federal rulemaking website, www.regulations.gov, under Docket ID NRC-2016-0179.
Comments may be submitted on that website; by email to Rulemaking. Comments@nrc.gov; by fax to
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Secretary, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 301-415-1101; or by mail to Secretary, U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Washington, DC 20555-0001, ATTN: Rulemakings and Adjudication Staff.
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