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August27,2020

Mr.FrankRusco,Director

NaturalResourcesandEnvironment

U.S.GovernmentAccountability Office
441GStreet,NW
Washington,DC20548

DearMr.Rusco:

OnbehalfoftheU.S.NuclearRegulatory Commission (NRC),Iamrespondingtothe
U.S.GovernmentAccountabilityOffice(GAO) Report: "Fee-Setting, Billing,andBudgeting
ProcessesHaveImproved,butAdditionalActions Could Enhance Efforts"(GAO-20-362),dated
February28,2020.TheNRCagreeswiththefindings and recommendations inthereport.

Inthereport,GAOhadtworecommendationsthat the NRCisintheprocessof
implementing.First,theGAOrecommendedthat"[t)heExecutive Director forOperationsof
NRCshouldensurerelevantNRCprogramofficesdeveloppolicy andguidance forwhento
communicateinformationonworkprogresstolicensees,suchas through communications to
licenseesatspecifiedtimeframesorthresholds."Toaddressthisrecommendation, theNRCis
reviewingitscurrentpracticeofprovidingworkprogresstolicensees, aswell astothepublic,
andwilldeveloporreviserelevantpoliciesandguidanceasappropriate. Second, theGAO
recommendedthat"[t)heChiefFinancialOfficerofNRCshould,inconsultation withNRC
programoffices,developguidancetoensureNRCstaffclearlydefinewhatcosts-such as
projectmanagement-areincludedinitspubliccostestimates."Inresponsetothis

recommendation,theNRCwillissueg'uidanceondescribingthecoststhatareincluded inthe
publiccostestimatespostedontheNRC'spublicWebsite.

Ifyouhaveanyquestionsorneedadditionalinformation,pleasecontact
Mr.JohnJolicoeurat(301)415-1642orbye-mailatA
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Sincerely,

KristineL.Svinicki
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