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August27,2020

TheHonorableJohnBarrasso
Chairman,CommitteeonEnvironment

andPublicWorks
UnitedStatesSenate
Washington,DC 20510

DearMr.Chairman:

OnbehalfoftheU.S.NuclearRegulatory Commission (NRC),Iamrespondingtoyour
July23,2020,letterrequestingthattheNRC,aspart ofitsefforttodevelopanadvanced
reactorGenericEnvironmentalImpactStatement(GEIS), broaden thescopeoftheplanned
GEIStobeinclusiveofadditionaladvancednucleartechnologies, suchaslight-watersmall
modularreactorsorlargernon-light-wateradvancedreactors, and,totheextentpracticable,
addressothertopicsgenerically.

TheNRCcontinuestoexplorewaystoenhancetheefficiency ofitsenvironmental
reviewprocessandtoevaluatetheapproachesandissuesdiscussed inyourletterwithrespect
toadvancedreactors.Asyouareaware,theCommissioniscurrently considering thestaff's
recommendationtodevelopanadvancedreactorGEISusingate.chnology-neutral plant
parameterenvelopeapproachtoboundsmallscaleadvancednuclearreactor projects.'

InApril,theNRCstaffinitiatedascopingprocesstosolicit.inputfromthe public onthe
proposedapproachtotheGEIS.Amongotherthings,thestaffheldawebinarinMay 2020, and
thecommentperiodforthescopingprocessclosedonJune30,2020.Basedonthe comments
received,thestaffisevaluatinganexpandeduseofperformance-basedplantparameters that

wouldreducetherelianceonaspecifiedpowerlevel.Thestaffisalsoconsideringhowamore

technologyinclusive,performance-basedapproachtotheGEIScouldalignwiththeregulatory
frameworkforadvancedreactorsrequiredundertheNuclearEnergyInnovationand
ModernizationAct.AGEIScouldalsosupporttheanalysisofalternativesites,althoughthere
aresomeaspectsofthistypeofanalysisthatcouldnotberesolvedonagenericbasis.The
NRCstaffislookingattheseapproachesaswellastheotherissuesyouraiseinyourletterasit
concludesthescopingprocess.

1SECY-20-0020,"ResultsofExploratoryProcessforDevelopingaGenericEnvironmentalImpact
StatementfortheConstructionandOperationofAdvancedNuclearReactors,"ADAMSAccessionNo.
ML20052D175.
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Ifyouhaveanyquestionsorneedadditionalinformation,pleasecontactmeorhave
your staff contact EugeneDacus,DirectoroftheOfficeofCongressionalAffairs,at
(301) 415-1776.

Sincerely,
?

KristineL.Svinicki
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