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CHAIRMAN
September15,2020

TheHonorableTomUdall

UnitedStatesSenate
Washington,DC20510

DearSenatorUdall:

OnbehalfoftheU.S.Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC),Iamrespondingtoyour
August18,2020,letterurgingtheCommission topauseitstimelineforfinalizingthedraft
EnvironmentalImpactStatement(EIS)for Holtec International's proposedconsolidatedinterim
storagefacilityforspentnuclearfuelinLeaCounty untiltheNRCisabletosafelyholdin-person
meetingsinNewMexico.Youalsoexpressedopposition totheNRCstaff'sdecisiontoholda
seriesofwebinarsinsteadofin-personmeetingsto gather comments fromthepubliconthe
draftEIS.

Fortheproposedconsolidatedinterimstoragesite in Lea County, theNRCstaffheldfive
in-personpublicmeetingsinNewMexicoandasupplementary webinar duringthescoping
processfortheenvironmentalreview.Asyounoteinyourletter, the NRCstaffhadinitially
plannedtoholdanadditionalfivein-personpublicmeetingsinNew Mexico andanationwide
webinarduringthepubliccommentperiodforthedraftEIS.Giventhe COVID-19 publichealth
emergency,thestaffhasextendedthecommentperiod,originallysetto close onMay22,2020,
untilSeptember22,2020.Thecontinuingpublichealthemergencyandguidance issuedbythe
CentersforDiseaseControlandPreventionalsoledtheNRCstafftore-evaluate itsoriginal
planforhowtoengagethepubliconthedraftEIS.Toprotectthehealthandwell-being ofthe
publicwhilestillhearingfrominterestedstakeholders,theNRCstaffmadethedifficult decision

toholdaseriesofsixwebinarsonthedraftEIS.Membersofthepublicarealsoable to submit

commentsonthedraftEISthroughSeptember22,2020,viaemail,theFederalRulemaking

website(M), andletterstotheNRC.Inaddition,theNRCstaff
continuestoengageremotelywithState,local,andTribalgovernmentofficials.Theseactions

willallowthestafftocontinueitspublicoutreachduringtheCOVID-19publichealthemergency.

Iappreciateyourongoinginterestinthismatter.Ifyouhaveanyquestions,please
contactme,orhaveyourstaffcontactEugeneDacus,DirectoroftheOfficeofCongressional
Affairs,at(301)415-1776.

Sincerely,

KristineL Svinicki
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