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CHAlRMAN July15,2021

GeoffreyH.Fettus,Senior Attorney

NaturalResourcesDefense Council

115215thSt.NW,Suite300
Washington,DC20005

DearMr.Fettus:

OnbehalfoftheU.S.NuclearRegulatory Commission (NRC),Iamrespondingtoyour
June10,2021,letterwhichwasalsosignedby the NewMexicoEnvironmentalLawCenter,
Earthworks,PowderRiverBasinResourceCouncil, Earthjustice, SouthwestResearchand
InformationCenter,ConcernedCitizensforNuclear Safety, andGrandCanyonTrust
(AgencywideDocumentsAccessandManagementSystem (ADAMS) Accession
No.ML21165A308).Inyourletter,yourequestedthatthe NRC (1)holdinabeyanceits
rulemakingforgroundwaterprotectionaturaniuminsiturecovery (ISR)facilities(rulemaking
DocketIDNRC-2008-0421)and(2)worktogetherwiththeU.S. Environmental Protection
AgencytodissolvetheJuly2020memorandumofunderstanding (MOU).

Irecognizethatthisrulemakinginvolvesimportantareasofour regulatory oversightand
isamatterofsignificantpublicinterest.Asyouareaware,theCommission recently issuedthe
staffrequirementsmemorandum(SRM)toSECY-19-0123,"RegulatoryOptions forUraniumIn
SituRecoveryFacilities,"onOctober22,2020(ADAMSAccessionNo.ML20296A469). That
SRMdirectedtheNRCstafftoresumetheISR-specificrulemaking,initiatedbythe NRC in2006
anddeferredin2010,toestablishrisk-informedISR-specificrequirementsthatwould provide

increasedconsistencyandtransparencyinlicensingreviewsbetweentheNRCandAgreement

States.Additionally,theCommissiondirectedthestafftoclarifytheapplicabilityofexisting

requirementstoISRactivitiesinTitle10oftheCodeofFederalRegulationsPart40,"Domestic

LicensingofSourceMaterial,"inparticular,theapplicabilityofalternateconcentrationlimitsfor

ISRfacilities.ThestaffcurrentlyplanstosubmitthedraftproposedruletotheCommissionin
July2021forourconsideration.Yourletterhasbeenaddedtotherulemakingdocketaspartof
theofficialrecordonthismatter.

WithregardtotheJuly2020MOUbetweenEPAandNRC,itwasdevelopedtoprovide
aframeworkforcooperationandcoordinationforimplementingtheagencies'respective
statutoryresponsibilitiesaswellasfosteringeffectiveandefficientcommunications.Whileour
experienceworkingundertheMOUhasbeenlimitedtodate,wehavefoundworkingunderit
beneficial.TheNRClooksforwardtocontinuingtoengagewithourcolleaguesatEPAonmany
oftheissuesyouraise.
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Thank youforyourletterandyourcontinuedinterestintheseissues.Ifyouhaveany
questions regarding thisrulemaking,pleasedirectthemtoGeorgeM.Tartalat301-415-0016or
bye-mailto GeorgeTarta[@nrc gay.

Sincerely,

m
.

ChristopherT.Hanson
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