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CHAIRMAN July22,2021

TheHonorableEdward J. Markey

UnitedStatesSenate
Washington,DC20510

DearSenatorMarkey:

OnbehalfoftheU.S.NuclearRegulatory Commission (NRC),Iamrespondingtoyour
June25,2021,letterurgingconsideration of issues relatedtotheagency'sdraftproposedrule
onnuclearpowerplantdecommissioning.

Weappreciateandshareyourinterestinensuring thattheNRChasasafe,effective,
andefficientdecommissioningprocessfornuclearpower plants. Indevelopingthedraft
proposedrulethatiscurrentlybeforetheCommission, the NRCstaffcarefullyexaminedthe
specificissuesinyourletter,amongothers,includingsafety and security, regulationby
exemption,publicparticipationandawareness,spentfuelstorage, financial andphysical
protection,andlessonslearnedfrompreviouslydecommissioned plants. TheCommissionwill
furtherevaluatetheseissuesinourdeliberationsonthestaff'sdraft proposed rule.Also,to
ensurethatyourcommentsbecomepartoftheofficialrecordforthis rulemaking, yourletterhas
beenaddedtothedocket.

Thisisanimportantrulemakingformanyreactorcommunitiesandother stakeholders.

Therefore,theNRCstaffhasconsidered,andwillcontinuetoconsider,public input aspartof
thisrulemakingprocess.UponissuanceofaproposedrulefollowingtheCommission's review,

thepublicwillhaveanotheropportunitytoprovidecomments.

Thankyoufortakingthetimetoshareyourthoughtsandpriorities.Ifyouhave
additionalquestionsorneedadditionalinformation,pleasefeelfreetocontactmeorhaveyour

staffcontactEugeneDacus,DirectoroftheOfficeofCongressionalAffairs,at301-415-1776.

Sincerely,

'.
ChristopherT.Hanson


